For the most part the Fuel Cell Vehicles at EVS 20 seemed very normal and quiet and worth driving. 

So, whatever other questions may remain very open in my view or others' with respect to fuel cell vehicles (cost, range, energy inefficiencies, etc., etc.), one question that was settled for me was that in brief test drives under easy conditions, these expensive prototype vehicles generally performed very well. 

Two or three or so Nissan employees gave me the test-ride; and they seemed to be knowledgeable Engineers direct from Japan. There was also an interpreter in the car. I got the idea that Nissan and other companies were making an effort to allow members of the public to interface and get real answers from some of the real designers. That is one of the reasons EVS20 was cool. On the public days, anyone could take the test-ride that I took, and meet the people that I met. So, I'd advise someone in Europe, say, who was considering attending EVS21 in Monaco in 2005 that it might be worth their while, if they want to ride in some of these vehicles and meet some of the people involved.

Nissan has worked with Toyota to bring some of Toyota's Hybrid Technology to their vehicles. This FCV hybrid, I was told, shares technology with the Toyota Hybrid FCV that was present, except that the battery is a Lithium-Ion, whereas Toyota uses NiMH. Nissan has a history of using Li-Ion for their Altra EV, so their use of Li-Ion here seemed logical. I asked for the name of the maker of the Li-Ion battery but did not quite understand the name of the Japanese company when it was stated to me. “Shinko”? 

Range: 130 miles. I asked why so much less than the Toyota FCV (200 miles) that was at the symposium. The answer was perhaps in the use of a different fuel tank (type 4, we wondered?) for the Toyota.

I bugged my hosts to see if they had detected any collaboration between Nissan and Renault in HEVs. They could report no Renault contribution to this particular FCV design that they were aware, though it was possible to spot one or two Renault engineers around perhaps for other projects. My hosts attempted also to help me find one of the Big Managers who could answer a lot of further questions, but the day and the symposium were so busy that unfortunately I never made it to speak with him. That's how it was to be at EVS20. You had major car companies being helpful in trying to bring important HEV news to evworld.com readers, but there was so much to see and to do that sometimes the conversations did not take place.

